
Choose one of the topics below for an analysis of one or two 
stories, poems, or plays. You could also use these ideas to help you 
brainstorm your own topics. Then write a literary analysis that 
focuses on an element—such as character, plot, or setting —or on 
the meaning, purpose, or style of the literature.

• Compare and contrast two characters in a 
literary work. 

• Analyze how the setting creates the mood.
• Discuss how the time and place of the setting 

affect the characters.
• Analyze the theme, or author’s main message.
• Compare and contrast the main characters or 

settings in two literary works from different 
genres, such as a short story and a poem, that 
have the same theme.

• Analyze the structure of the literary work and 
explain why the author arranged the text in this 
way.

• Explain how the author’s word choice, images, 
and figures of speech affect the reader.

• Discuss how the literary work would change if it 
were told from a different point of view.

• Choose a topic and compare and contrast 
two authors’ approaches to the topic in their 
opening paragraphs.

• Discuss what you learn from an analysis of the 
imagery and symbolism in a literary work.

• Analyze how an inanimate object in a literary 
work is personified as a character.

• Discuss what a literary element (such as setting, 
character, plot, or point of view) in a work of 
historical fiction reveals about the historical 
event or time period.

• Analyze an author’s use of narrative techniques, 
such as vivid language and dialogue, to develop 
the setting and characters.

• Compare and contrast the hero in two works of 
literature.

• Analyze how an author uses symbolism to 
communicate the theme of the story.

• Compare and contrast the settings of two stories, 
one set in the present day and one set long in 
the past.

• Discuss how an author’s use of one or more 
archetypes in a modern fictional work makes a 
traditional theme relevant to readers.

Writing Traits for a Literary Analysis
Ask yourself these questions throughout the writing process.

Ideas Do I tell what the central idea or thesis of the literary analysis is?
Do I state reasons that support the central idea or thesis?
Do I provide details and evidence from the text to support my reasons?

Organization Am I planning my writing by organizing facts and details in a graphic organizer, a 
list, an outline, or notes?
Does the introduction identify the literary work(s) and author(s) and clearly state 
my central idea or thesis?
Do the body paragraphs present reasons and textual evidence—details, 
quotations, and other information—to support the central idea or thesis?
Does my conclusion follow logically from the body paragraphs, restate the central 
idea or thesis, and suggest why the literary work is important?

Voice Do I use a formal style throughout? 
Do I use an objective tone?

Word Choice Do I provide context clues to define unfamiliar terms? 
Do I use precise language to clarify ideas?
Do I use appropriate literary terms?

Sentence Fluency Do I use a variety of sentence types and lengths?
Are modifiers in sentences placed correctly?
Do I use transition words and phrases to show logical relationships among ideas?

Conventions Do I use correct grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation?

Presentation Is my writing neat or typed and easy to read?
Do I use consistent margins and spacing?
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